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Ott receives two Columbia Image Awards

(COLUMBIA) John and Vicki Ott, of Alley A Realty, have recently been awarded two distinguished Columbia Image Awards for building restorations in downtown Columbia.  

Every two years, the Columbia Image Awards are presented, recognizing businesses and institutional leaders whose vision, imagination and dedication have resulted in creating and enhancing places and spaces that provide a positive and lasting perception of our city. The Columbia Image Awards Board of Directors announced this year’s Imagine award recipients, the top award, as well as a finalist in six distinct categories.

The Berry Building won an Imagine Award for Historic Preservation for excellence in restoration of historic business property.  The Berry Wholesale Grocery building is a large historic warehouse remaining in downtown Columbia.  The two story mass expands to three stories as the lot slopes down to the old Wabash railroad tracks. At the start of the project, the building was nearly empty and in very poor condition.  Roof leaks made the upper floor unusable.  

The rehabilitation revitalized the building, installing chic loft apartments in the upper floor, a prominent local art gallery at the street level, along with Independent Stave Company, an international wine barrel distribution company, and a full-service fitness center in the lower level.  During the project, paint was removed from the brick walls, exposing an original painted sign and wood floors were able to be reused on the first floor.  The original storefront was carefully reconstructed to restore the historic character of the building.  The result is sure to spark more revitalization in this growing Columbia arts district.

The Berry Building rehabilitation followed extensive guidelines by the National Park Service and recommendations by Missouri State Historic Preservation.  Recently, Berry Building was the 2011 recipient of the Missouri Preservation Honor Award.     


10th & Park (Putnam Studio, Berlin Theatre & Café Berlin) was awarded an Imagine Award for Development of Distinction presented for outstanding commercial development.  10th and Park is a highly visible commercial corner in the North Village Art District of downtown Columbia.  











This rarely used corner of downtown housed a failing service station, a storage/office facility and a dilapidated warehouse building.  Transforming the service station to a café and adding store fronts increases people and traffic in the area.  The new design studio, theatre and café are attractive to people near Columbia College campus, the North Village Art District and The District as a place to eat and for entertainment.  10th and Park serves as an outstanding commercial development by taking a blighted area of downtown and transforming into a bustling area of activity.  Students, professionals and other consumers visit 10th and Park to eat at Berlin Café, visit Putnam Studio 1012 for design needs or the Berlin Theatre for movies and events.  10th and Park is within walking distance to the newly renovated bus station for local travel on the city bus and for those traveling by mega bus to larger communities.  

Alley A, another Ott project, was a finalist for the Phoenix Award honoring exceptional adaptive reuse of an existing building.  The Alley A project converted a desolate alley to a pedestrian friendly area with a restaurant, a new age general store and apartments.   The backs of prominent buildings were completely underutilized; the alley was once covered with graffiti, dumpsters and storage areas lined the sides without any aesthetic appeal.  Pedestrians were using the alley as a walkway in desolate condition; renovating the alley has enhanced the use by pedestrians in the heart of downtown.

Susan Taylor Glasgow creates the “Imagine” awards exclusively for the Columbia Image Awards program.  The Otts received an “Imagine” sculpture mounted on a marble base inscribed with their name and award category.  The sculptures are on display at PS: Gallery for the Berry Building and Putnam Studio for 10th & Park.  

Ott and his wife, Vicki, were named the first-ever Outstanding Local Historic Preservationists by the Columbia Historic Preservation Commission earlier this year. The Otts were honored for their work restoring multiple properties in downtown Columbia, including the Dorsey Building on Broadway, the Paramount Building at the corner of 9th and Cherry, and The Tiger Hotel.
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